
How can animals be grouped? – 1
Read the text.

Scientists group animals by the things they have in common. This is called ‘classification’. 
There are many ways animals can be classified. One way is shown below.

Animals might be meat eaters (carnivores) like sharks, plant eaters (herbivores) like 
elephants or eat meat and plants (omnivores) like mice.

Animals like squid and starfish live in water, some like spiders and snails live 
on land and others like frogs and toads live in both.

Animals might fly like butterflies and owls or move around on four or more legs 
like crabs, mice and spiders.

Can you think of other ways to classify animals?

Other ways these animals 
can be classified are by what 

they eat, where they live or 
how they move.

Invertebrates
(Animals without backbones)

Invertebrates can be sorted
into these groups:

• Sponges live in water. Filter tiny 
organisms and wastes through holes.

• Coelenterates live in water. Have 
hollow bodies. Mouths take in food 
and get rid of waste. Examples: 
jellyfish, sea anenomes.

• Echinoderms live in seawater. Have 
spiny skin. Examples: starfish, sea 
urchins.

• Annelids live in water or on land. 
Have soft bodies and no legs. 
Examples: worms, earthworms.

• Molluscs live in water or on land. 
Have a shell on the outside or inside 
of their body for protection. Examples: 
snails, squid.

• Arthropods live in water or on land. 
Have a hard outside covering called 
an ‘exoskeleton’, jointed legs and 
segmented bodies. Examples: insects 
(e.g. butterflies), spiders, crustaceans 
(e.g. crabs).

Vertebrates
(Animals with backbones)

Vertebrates can be sorted
into these groups:

• Mammals have live young which 
mother feeds with milk. Have hair or 
fur. Examples: elephants, mice.

• Birds have feathers and wings. Most 
can fly. Lay eggs. Examples: owls, 
penguins.

• Fish usually have scales and fins. 
Breathe underwater all life with gills. 
Lay eggs. Examples: sharks, cod.

• Reptiles have dry skin and scales. 
Lay eggs. Examples: turtles, snakes.

• Amphibians spend part of life on 
water and part on land. Lay eggs. 
Moist or slimy skin. Examples: frogs, 
toads.
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