
How can plants be grouped? – 1
Read the text.

Scientists group plants by the things they have in common. This is called ‘classification’. 
There are different ways plants can be classified. One way is shown below.

Other ways plants can be classified are by where they are found; if they can be eaten, if 
medicine can be made from them or if they are a creeper, tree or garden flower.

Can you think of another way to group plants?

Non-seed plants
(Plants that reproduce by spores)

Non-seed plants can be sorted into 
mosses and ferns.

Mosses: Mosses do not have seeds 
or flowers. They reproduce by spores. 
Spores are a bit like seeds, but they do 
not have any nutrients in them for the 
sprout to use until its roots grow and 
take in nutrients.

Mosses are small plants 
and have simple leaves. 
They are found growing in 
damp places on the ground, 
on rocks or on other 
plants. Other related 
plants in this group 
are liverworts and 
hornworts.

Ferns: Like mosses, ferns reproduce by 
spores and do not have seeds or flowers. 
They are larger than mosses. Their 
spreading leaves are called ‘fronds’. 
Ferns are mostly found in damp places.

Unlike mosses, 
ferns have 
special tubes that 
carry water and 
nutrients from 
the roots to the 
fronds. Another 
related plant is 
the ‘horsetail’.

Seed plants
(Plants that reproduce by seeds)

Seed plants can be sorted into 
non-flowering and flowering plants.

Non-flowering plants: Conifers are 
trees or shrubs that do not have flowers. 
They reproduce from seeds. These are 
contained in a ‘cone’ instead of a flower.

Conifers have special 
tubes that carry 
water and nutrients 
from the roots to the 
leaves. The leaves 
are small or needle-
shaped. Examples 
of conifers are pines, 
firs and cedars.

Flowering plants: Most plants belong 
in this group. They include most trees, 
shrubs, vines, herbs, flowers, legumes, 
fruits and vegetables. Like conifers, they 
have special tubes that carry water and 
nutrients from the roots to the leaves.

The seeds are grown 
in an ‘ovary’ 

which is inside 
a flower or fruit. 
Many flowers 
are brightly 

coloured and 
easy to see. Others 

are small and not 
brightly coloured.
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