
Why does the moon change shape? – 1
Read the text.

Earth has only one moon. It is our closest neighbour in outer space—about 384 000 
kilometres away. A spacecraft takes about three days to get there.

Our moon moves in two ways. It spins (rotates) on its axis like the Earth does. However, 
it does this much more slowly. The Earth takes 24 hours or one day to rotate. The moon 
takes around 29 days or about one month! As it rotates, the moon is also travelling around 
(orbiting) the Earth. This also takes about one month.

The moon has no heat or light of its own—it reflects light from the sun. From Earth, we only 
see one side of the moon; the other side faces towards space. We usually see the moon 
at night but sometimes it can be seen in the day. Have you noticed that the moon doesn’t 
look the same all the time? It seems to change shape as it orbits Earth. These changes 
in the way it looks are called ‘phases’. They occur because we see different amounts of 
the sun’s light reflected off the moon during the time it orbits the Earth. Each phase of the 
moon has a different name to describe its shape.

A – New moon: We see no moon because the moon is between the Earth and the sun.
B – Waxing crescent: We see a sliver of light on the left side of the moon.
C – First quarter: We see the left half of the moon.
D – Waxing gibbous: We see three-quarters of the moon.
E – Full moon: We see all of one side of the moon because the Earth is between the 

moon and the sun.
F – Waning gibbous: We see three-quarters of the moon.
G – Last quarter: We see the right half of the moon. 
H – Waning crescent: We see a sliver of light on the right side of the moon.

Student page © Let’s teach! Primary

Science – Earth and space sciences – Unit 3 – Our solar system – Lesson 4




